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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) A movable body rental system^ 
comprising: including 

a plurality of movable body apparatuses^ and 
a movable body management apparatus- wherein — oaid 
movable — body management — apparatus — operable to manages said 
plurality of movable body apparatuses^-? — and wherein 

each one of said plurality of movable body apparatuses 
comprioco including : 

authentication information transmission means for 
transmitting authentication information to said 
movable body management apparatus^ 

authentication result information reception means 
for receiving authentication result information 
returned — from said movable body management apparatus 
in response to said transmitting of the authentication 
information^ 

lock means for preventing use of a — that movable 
body apparatus^ 

lock control means for controlling said lock 
means based on oaid the received authentication result 
information^ — received — by — said — authentication — rcoult 
information reception means; 

distance measuring means for measuring a distance 
traveled by that movable body apparatus , mileage ; 

distance information transmission means for 
transmitting information indicating said — mileage — the 
measured by — o aid — distance measuring — means — to said 
movable body management apparatus^ 

time measuring means for measuring a driving time 
associated with the measured distance; the driving 
time being the time taken to travel the measured 
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distance and being measured while that movable body 
apparatus is moving,- ?- and 

time information transmission means for 
transmitting information indicating said — the measured 
driving time measured — by — said — time — measuring — means — to 
said movable body management apparatus^- — and wherein 
said movable body management apparatus 

comprioGo iricluding : 

authentication information reception means for 
receiving said — the authentication information from 
said movable body apparatus^ 

authentication result information transmission 
means for transmitting said the authentication result 

information corresponding to said the received 

authentication information received by said 

authentication information — reception — means — to said 

movable body apparatuses- 
distance information reception means for 
receiving^ from said movable body apparatus, the 
information indicating the measured distance , said 
mil e ag e — from said movable body apparatus; 

time information reception means for receiving^ 
from said movable body apparatus, the information 
indicating said — the measured driving time^_ — from — said 
movable body apparatus; 

fee calculation means for calculating a fee for 
use of said movable body apparatus^ according — fee — said 
mileage — received — by — said — the fee being based on the 
measured distance information reception means and said 
on a time difference between an average driving time 
required to travel the measured distance and the 

measured driving time , received by said time 

information reception means; and 

5 



Application No.: 10/088,787 



Docket No.: SONYJP 3.3-805 



settlement means for performing settlement 

processing according fee — use o# said — movable body 

apparatuo based on a result e£ said lee the 

calculatedieH f ee mcano . 
2. (currently amended) The movable body rental system 
according to claim 1, wherein said each movable body apparatus 
further comprises : 

payable information acceptance means for accepting 
payable information, whercin said authentication information 
transmission means transmitting© paid the accepted payable 
information accepted by said payable — information acceptance 

mcano as oaid — the authentication information to said 

authentication information reception means of said movable 
body management apparatus, and whercin said lock control 
means control ling -s- said lock means to release a lock 
mechanism when receiving — permission information based on 
said authentication result information is received by said 
authentication result information reception means from said 
authentication result information transmission means of 
said movable body management apparatus, and wherein 
said movable body management apparatus further comprises : 

determination means for determining whether payment is 
possible based on oaid the payable information received as 
said the authentication information by — oaid — authentication 

information reception mcano from oaid authentication 

information tran o mi oo ion mcano oaid movable body 

apparatuo , wh e rcin said authentication result information 

transmission means transmitting-s- oaid the permission 

information as oaid — the authentication result information 
to said authentication result information reception means 
of said movable body apparatus— when said determination 
means determines that payment is possible. 
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3. (currently amended) The movable body rental system 

according to claim 2, wherein said movable body management 

apparatus further comprises: 

authentication request reception means for receiving 

an authentication request— wherein oaid authentication 

request which includes user identification information 

about — a — user that is transmitted by a mobile communication 
terminal of said — a user of said movable body apparatus^ 
and 

authentication processing means for performing 
authentication processing based on oaid — the received user 
identification information — included — if* — oaid — authentication 
r e quest — received — by — oaid — authentication request — reception 
mcano , wherein 

said authentication result information transmission 
means of said movable body management apparatus 
transmit ting e said — the permission information based on 
results determined by said authentication processing means 
and said determination means. 

4. (currently amended) The movable body rental system 

according to claim 1, wherein said movable body management 

apparatus further comprises: 

authentication request reception means for receiving 

an authentication request— wherein oaid authentication 

rcqucot which includes user identification information 

about — a uocr that is transmitted by a mobile communication 
terminal of oaid — a user of said movable body apparatus^ 
and 

authentication processing means for performing 
authentication processing based on oaid — the received user 
identification information — included — i-n — oaid — authentication 
request — received — by — oaid — authentication — rcqucot — reception 
mcano , wherein 
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said authentication result information transmission 
means of said movable body management apparatus 
transmit ting -s- the permission information based on results 
determined by said authentication processing means. 

5. (currently amended) The movable body rental system 
according to claim 1, wherein said fee calculation means of said 
movable body management apparatus determines paid the fee based 
on a position — location where said movable body apparatus is 
returned. 

6. (currently amended) The movable body rental system 
according to claim 5, wherein said fee calculation means of said 
movable body management apparatus sets a higher fee when said 
movable body apparatus is returned to a position — location 
different from — than a predetermined return position — location 
than when it — said movable body apparatus is returned to said 
predetermined return pooition location . 

7. - 21. (cancelled) 

22. (currently amended) A movable body apparatus i** — of a 
movable body rental system comprising that includes a plurality 
of such movable body apparatuses and a movable body management 

apparatus, wherein said movable body management apparatus 

manag ing ee said plurality of movable body apparatuses, and 
wherein said movable body apparatus comprisinges: 

authentication information transmission means for 

transmitting authentication information to said the movable 

body management apparatus ; 

authentication result information reception means for 

receiving authentication result information returned — from 

the movable body management apparatus in response to said 

transmitting of the authentication information; 

lock means for preventing use of said movable body 

apparatus ; 
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lock control means for controlling said lock means 

based on said the received authentication result 

information receiv e d by said auth e ntication rooult 

information reception means ; 

distance measuring means for measuring a distance 
traveled by said movable body apparatus mil c ag c ; 

distance information transmission means for 
transmitting^ to said movable body management apparatus, 
information indicating said — mileage — the measured by — paid 
distance — m eas uring — means — fee — said — movable — body — management 
apparatus ; 

time measuring means for measuring a driving time 
associated with the measured distance, the driving time 
being the time taken to travel the measured distance and 
being measured while said movable body apparatus is moving ; 
and 

time information transmission means for transmitting^ 
to said movable body management apparatus, information 
indicating said — the measured driving time so that said 
movable body management apparatus calculates a fee for use 
of said movable body apparatus, the fee being based on the 
measured distance and on a time difference between an 
average driving time required to travel the measured 
distance and the measured driving time mcaourcd by — said time 
measuring means to said movable body management apparatus . 
23. (currently amended) The movable body apparatus 
according to claim 22, further comprising: 

payable information acceptance means for accepting 
payable information, wherein 

said authentication information transmission means 

transmit ting ^ said the accepted payable information 

accepted — by — said — payable — information — acceptance — means — as 
said authentication information to authentication 
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information reception means of oaid the movable body 

management apparatus, and wherein 

said lock control means control lings said lock means 
to release a lock mechanism when receiving — permission 

information based on said the authentication result 

information is received by said authentication result 
information reception means from authentication result 
information transmission means of said — the movable body 
management apparatus . 
24. - 25. (cancelled) 

26. (currently amended) A movable body management 
apparatus jm ^of a movable body rental system that includesj^g a 
plurality of movable body apparatuses and a— said movable body 

management apparatus, wherein said movable body management 

apparatus manag ing eo oaid the plurality of movable body 

apparatuses, and wherein said movable body management apparatus 
compri singes : 

authentication information reception means for 
receiving authentication information from a given one of 
the plurality of movable body apparatuses ; 

authentication result information transmission means 
for transmitting authentication result information 

corresponding to oaid the received authentication 

information received — by oaid — authentication information 

reception means to oaid the given movable body apparatus; 

distance information reception means for receiving^ 
information indicating a mileage from oaid the given one of 
the plurality of movable body apparatus es , information 
indicating a measured distance traveled by the given one of 
the plurality of apparatuses ; 

time information reception means for receiving^ 
information indicating a driving time from the given one of 
the plurality of movable body apparatus es, a driving time 
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associated with 


the 


measured distance, the 


driving time 


being the time 


taken 


to travel the measured 


distance and 


being measured 


while 


the given one of the 


plurality of 



apparatuses is moving ; 

fee calculation means for calculating a fee for use of 
the given one of the plurality of movable body apparatus es, 
according — fee — said — mileage — received — by — said — the fee being 
based on the measured distance information — reception means 
and s aid — on a time difference between an average driving 
time required to travel the measured distance and the 

measured driving time rcccivcd — by said time information 

reception means ; and 

settlement means for performing settlement processing 
according to use of — said movable body apparatus based on a 
result of — said fee the calculatediren f ee mcano . 

27. (currently amended) The movable body management 
apparatus according to claim 26, further comprising: 

determination means for determining whether payment is 
possible based on payable information received as said the 
authentication information by said authentication 
information reception means from authentication — information 
transmission means — of — said the given one of the plurality 
of movable body apparatuses, wherein 

said authentication result information transmission 
means transmit ting ^ permission information as said — the 
authentication result information to authentication — result 

information reception — means e-f the given one of the 

plurality of movable body apparatuses- when said 
determination means determines that payment is possible. 

28. (currently amended) The movable body management 
apparatus according to claim 27, further comprising: 

authentication request reception means for receiving 

an authentication request— wherein said authentication 
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rcqucot which includes user identification information 

about a user that is transmitted by a mobile communication 

terminal of said — a user of said — the given one of the 

plurality of movable body apparatus es , — and 

authentication processing means for performing 
authentication processing based on paid the identification 

information included in oaid authentication requ e s t 

received — by — oaid — authentication — request — reception — means , 
wherein 

said authentication result information transmission 
means transmit ting ^ said permission information based on 
results determined by said authentication processing means 
and said determination means. 

29. (currently amended) The movable body management 
apparatus according to claim 26, further comprising: 

authentication request reception means for receiving 
an authentication request— wherein — authentication — rcqucot 
which includes user identification information about a uocr 
transmitted by a mobile communication terminal of oaid — a 
user of said movable body apparatus; and 

authentication processing means for performing 
authentication processing based on oaid the identification 

information included in oaid authentication rcqucot 

received — by — oaid — authentication — rcqucot — reception — means , 
wherein 

said authentication result information transmission 
means transmitting^ permission information based on results 
determined by said authentication processing means. 

30. (currently amended) The movable body management 
apparatus according to claim 26, wherein said fee calculation 
means determines oaid the fee based on a position location where 
said movable body apparatus is returned. 
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31. (currently amended) The movable body management 
apparatus according to claim 30, wherein said fee calculation 
means sets a higher fee when said movable body apparatus is 

returned to a position location different from than a 

predetermined return position than when -tfe — said movable body 
apparatus is returned to said predetermined return 
pooition location . 

32. - 126. (cancelled) 
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